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More than 6 million attend
largest Papal Mass in history

Philippines, January 19, 2015: More
than six million people in Manila have
attended what is thought to be the largest
Papal Mass in history, reports The
Catholic Herald.

Vatican spokesman, Fr Federico
Lombardi SJ, said Filipino authorities
estimated between six and seven million
attended the Mass in Rizal Park on the
last full day of the Pope’s four-day visit
to Asia’s largest Catholic nation.

“We are not able to count all these
people, obviously, or to verify this, butin
any case, we have seen so many people
that we believe that it is possible,” Fr
Lombardi said during a briefing,
according to Reuters.

“If this is true, and we think it is, this is
the largest event in the history of the
popes.”

Celebrating the feast of the Santo Nifio,
or Holy Child, Francis described the
Christ Child as “the protector of this great
country.”

He said: “When he came into the world,

his very life was threatened by a corrupt
king. Jesus himself needed to be
protected. He had an earthly protector:
St Joseph. He had an earthly family, the
Holy Family of Nazareth. So he reminds
us of the importance of protecting our
families, and those larger families which
are the Church, God’s family, and the
world, our human family.

“Sadly, in our day, the family all too often
needs to be protected against insidious
attacks and programmes contrary to all
that we hold true and sacred, all that is
most beautiful and noble in our culture.”

Gujarat riots:
US court dlsmlsses case agalnst MOdl

New York, January 15, 2015: AUS court
has dismissed a lawsuit accusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of failure to
control the 2002 Guijarat riots, saying as
a sitting head of government he was
entitled to immunity.

In dismissing the case filed by human
rights group American Justice Centre
(AJC) in New York, US District Judge
Analisa Torres Wednesday upheld the
US Department of State’s determination
regarding immunity for Modi.

A “sitting head of state’s immunity from
jurisdiction is based on the Executive
Branch’s determination of official
immunity without regard to the specific
conduct alleged,” she ruled.

Torres dismissed the plaintiffs’ argument
that the Foreign Sovereign Immunities
Act provided immunity only to foreign
states and not to individual government
officials and Modi was not entitled to
common law immunity as the alleged
acts took place before he became Prime
Minister.

AJC filed the lawsuit against Modi under
the Torture Victim Protection Act of 1991

and Alien Tort Statute in September on
the eve of his first visit to the US.

The dismissal of the case comes ahead
of President Barack Obama’s second
trip to India to be the chief guest at India’s
Republic Day celebrations.

The lawsuit alleged Modi did nothing to
control riots in his home state of Gujarat
in 2002. Though Indian courts have
cleared Modi, the allegations led the US
to revoke his US visa in 2005.

But Obama overturned the ban by quickly
inviting Modi to the US after Modi’'s
election as prime minister.

-ians

Indian Catholics to
re-open England’s
closed church

India, January 15, 2015: India’s Syro-
Malabar Catholics will take over a
historic church in Preston that was
closed two months ago.St Ignatius’
Church will re-open after the Bishop of
Lancaster offered it to Syro-Malabar
Catholics.

St Ignatius’ Church, opened in 1836,
was due to be merged with the nearby
English Martyrs Church because of a
shortage of priests. Parishioners said
they were stunned by the decision.

But on New Year's Eve, Bishop Michael
Campbell received a letter from Cardinal
George Alencherry requesting a church
and presbytery for Syro-Malabar
Catholics under the charge of Father
Mathew Jacob Choorapoikayil.

Bishop Campbell said: “I readily
welcomed this request from Cardinal
Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the
Syro-Malabar Church, as | believe that
St Ignatius church and presbytery will
be a wonderful and vibrant centre for the
St Thomas (Syro-Malabar) Catholics in
Preston.”

There are an estimated 17,000 Syro-
Malabar Catholics in England, with four
million worldwide. The Church traces its
origins to the Apostle Thomas, who
according to tradition travelled to Kerala
in AD52. The Church has had a
chaplaincy in Lancaster since 2004, and
there are more than 100 Syro-Malabar
families in Preston.

New parish priest Fr Mathew Jacob
Choorapoikayil said, “We’re very
pleased to have our first church in
England.”

The community has grown out of the
local hospital which employed migrants.
Fr Matthew added that Bishop Campbell
and his predecessor Bishop Patrick
O’Donoghue “have been very good to us,
have welcomed us and given us our
opportunity”. He also said that there
would be an official opening Mass
announced shortly.

Appealing to the Catholics of Preston,
Bishop Campbell said: “I am hopeful that
local Catholics will genuinely rejoice in
what is both an imaginative — and
surprising — decision and will be
proactive in their support of our brother
and sister Syro-Malabar Catholics going
forward.”

- catholic herald
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